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the state coach which he used in formal visits to
Congress and for other ceremonious events. It
was a canary-colored chariot, decorated with
gilded nymphs and cupids, and emblazoned with
the Washington arms. His state was simplified
when he went to church, which he did regularly
every Sunday; then his coach was drawn by two
horses, with two footmen behind, and was followed
by a post-chaise carrying two gentlemen of his
household. Washington was fond of horses and
was in the habit of keeping a fine stable. The
term "muslin horses" was commonly used to
denote the care taken in grooming. The head
groom would test the work of the stable-boys by
applying a clean muslin handkerchief to the coats
of the animals, and, if any stain of dirt showed,
there was trouble. The night before the white
horses which Washington used as President were
to be taken out, their coats were covered by a paste
of whiting, and the animals were swathed in
wrappings. In the morning the paste was dry
and with rubbing gave a marble gloss to the
horses' coats. The hoofs were then blackened and
polished, and even the animals' teeth were scoured.
Such arrangements, however, were not peculiar
to Washington's stable. This was the usual way